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Introduction

The first sitting of this specification for Pearson Edexcel International GCSE Geography took
place in 2019. Due to global pandemic, there were only small entries for this exam made in
2020 and 2021.

This Examiner’s report is intended to provide an insight into performance on Paper 2: Human
Geography, in particular, analysing the majority of questions in terms of what went well and
where common mistakes and underperformance were evident. Exemplar responses have
been used to demonstrate good practice and highlight common pitfalls encountered by
candidates.

The paper consists of 3 sections. In this series, candidates only answered one 25-mark
guestion from section A, one 12-mark question from section B, and one 35-question from
section C. The fieldwork questions in section B only focused on unfamiliar fieldwork contexts,
and there were reduced questions within the fieldwork section. The exam length remained
the same, and the total mark for the paper was 72.

The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short, open response, calculations and
extended response questions. The exam command words which are used in the paper are
defined in the specification. Each of the questions is mapped to one or more of the
Assessment Objectives (AOs).

In Section A, candidates choose one question from Economic activity and Energy, Rural
Environments and Urban Environments. For this series, candidates answered only one of
these questions, compared to two in 2019. The final part is an 8-mark extended response
qguestion that targets AO3 and AO4.

In Section B, candidates choose one out of three fieldwork related questions relating to
Economic Activity and Energy, Rural Environments or Urban Environments. In this paper,
there were three short response questions followed by an 8-mark extended response
question.

In Section C, candidates choose one out of three questions covering Fragile Environments
and Climate Change, Globalisation and Migration or Development and Human Welfare. This
section includes a range of question types finishing with a 12-mark extended response
question which targets AO2, AO3 and AO4.

An important part of the extended response question is the particular command word that is
used. The use of ‘analyse’, ‘evaluate’ or ‘discuss’ requires candidates to consider how to
address these in their response, moving beyond simple explanations and demonstration of
knowledge. While many candidates are attempting to address these command words, many
still need to ensure that they have made relevant comments to demonstrate they have
addressed these command words.
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Question 1 (a)(ii)

(i) Define the term renewable energy.
(1)

LEneegy. produnced  fova.. Sowusces. Mak. can not ke .

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

In this type of question candidates just need to provide a simple
definition.

In this example, the definition is about renewable energy.

W4\ ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip
Candidates should be encouraged to ensure they are able to define
key words used in the specification.
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Question 1 (c)(i)

In this type of question, it is very important to use information directly from the resource.

(c) (i} Study Figure 1a in the Resource Booklet.
Suggest one reason why the activity shown might be considered

informal employment.
(2)
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

In this response, there is reference to people selling in the streets
which is evidence, but there is no reason provided to develop this as to
why it might be considered informal employment.

1 mark.

\.

(c) (i) Study Figure 1a in the Resource Booklet.

Suggest one reason why the activity shown might be considered
informal employment.

(2)
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

Here we have explicit reference to Figure 1a and the evidence taken
from that image and a link to why it might be considered informal (not
working under a contract). There is no need to fill all the white space
for the two marks.
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(c) (i) Study Figure 1a in the Resource Booklet.

Suggest one reason why the activity shown might be considered
informal employment.

(2)
L The. food . Stalds. ore. Yameorouty..on. Yhe. sicke of e
..Sxreek and. selling wwnwak. Mred  con .. This. Suggests..

0SSRl ovnd o regLABIRE
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ﬂﬂesuﬂsﬂm
Examiner Comments

In this type of response, it's very important to use information directly
from the resource. Hence the need to use clear evidence from what is
shown, rather than what might be assumed.
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Question 1 (d)

In this question, factors are key here rather than case study recall. Remember that these
shortish 'explain' questions are common on the International GCSE, making up a good
proportion of the total available marks.

(d) Explain two factors that affect global energy demand.

(] e s

1. Populatton ovewitn ey e populatvon of o coumtviy ofeeds. ...

JBee tnoveasing population vequtves MR o entvay 4o LW om ard

Ante Wil ynevens e glooal emevau demand oo,

2 Industaiolisodton = ahen tountvies coun tinue 1o dndushviahisr

B,

™.
s
¢ { ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments
This answer has scored 2+2 - 4 marks - for ideas around population
growth and industrialisation.
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Question 1 (e)

The 3-mark 'explain' questions are less common, but can be challenging since there is a need
to show a double development of the ideas.

For this question, there needs to be recognition of the relationship between population
growth and food supply and the different trends that are taking place.
(e) Study Figure 1b in the Resource Booklet.

Explain the relationship shown between population growth and food supply.
(3)

...Amrd"g A0 Mthug.g "(hwlj and the Raurc 1b, ea over time,

slower

gpw’*“1n¥o¢d3upp{3 s seen. A‘f...ff"'\e pom"‘ QF Lrisio, foe.
Sood_supply. and population will Ve equal. After Anis Qink.,
5‘-‘I" Y ’:‘l P

g ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
In this response, the candidate recognises the rise in food supply is

slower leading to a point of crisis and when population exceeds it, this
leads to hunger.

3 marks.

(e) Study Figure 1b in the Resource Booklet.

Explain the relationship shown between population growth and food supply.
(3)

Al i et |
)%.x: %3% FMW
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y / ResultsPlus
/"“- Examiner Comments

In this response there is only a basic point about both population and
food supply rising.

(4. ResultsPlus
\_} Examiner Tip
These 3-mark explain questions can be challenging since they require

'double development'.

Candidates should be reminded that they need not copy the stem of
the question before starting to give the reason.
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Question 1 (f)

The majority of candidates were able to identify two factors which were appropriate for the
quaternary sector.

Candidates sometimes mixed-up sectors provided factors that were clearly linked to the
secondary sector.

(f) Explain two factors that affect the location of quaternary sector employment.

(4)
i m%&iQhQ$ﬂbtmm\%ﬁﬁ'jm?Sn\\mm\cm&m
o Cany L Fussaey L dRvelop. the RERLRIM
2. 0ne0p \and . NS 40 e avalloble  so offices. combe. .
.............. L Y X

B,

y | ( ResultsPlus

I‘/'-—-.: Examiner Comments

This response was more limited and does provide relevant factors, and
gains 1+1 - 2 marks as there is no development provided for these
ideas.
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(f) E;:plain two factors that affect the location of quaternary sector employment.

2. Oualarmorcn, .. seslor. . wwoytanX Iy cenelln  Gonmd
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g ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a clear 2+2 response with very clear explanation related to
transport links and proximity to universities.
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Question 1 (g)

These 8-mark style questions required the blending of the use of resource(s) provided with
the candidates own knowledge and understanding.

They are not case study questions, but are in fact much more applied. The same skill, with
the same Assessment Objectives, (AO3 and AO4) is tested in the other options for Q02 and
Q03. The mark scheme also has a set of levels which are fixed from year to year.

Many candidates clearly used the resource to consider the different trends presented. To
reach the higher levels, candidates need to do more than describe what is presented in the
resource, but provide clear developed reasons; in this case about changes in employment in
the secondary sector.

The command word ‘analyse’ needs to be addressed to achieve full marks. Many candidates
found this last part challenging as they did not really know how to demonstrate analysis.
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(g) Study Figure 1c in the Resource Booklet,

Analyse the reasons for the changes in the percentage of people employed in the
secondary sector.
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V' ( ResultsPlus

/'--.. Examiner Comments

This response reached Level 2 - 5 marks as there is clear use of the
resource, but there are only basic reasons provided.

-

14 ResultsPlus
\_, Examiner Tip
Approaching this particular set of AOs is a learnt skill and must be

practised as part of the learning process throughout the qualification.

J

International GCSE Geography 4GE1 02 14



(g) Study Figure 1c in the Resource Booklet,
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,:1013{ba{mua foin Ave. Qaondom

ausdirs do leaTNCS \oratn. hane
Tre sup

/'-—-‘. Examiner Comments

This has reached Level 3.

y : ( ResultsPlus

To quote from the levels mark scheme it:

e Applies understanding to deconstruct information and provide
logical connections between concepts throughout. A balanced, well-
developed argument that synthesises relevant understanding
coherently leading to judgements that are supported by evidence
throughout. (AO3)

e Uses geographical skills to obtain accurate information that
supports all aspects of the argument. (AO4)

It provides detailed discussion of the information provided in the
resource and there is evidence of analysis and it even summarises this
at the end in it's final statement.
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Question 2 (c)

With these types of questions, where there is an AO3 mark coming from the resource, it is
key to use direct evidence. In this instance, from the photograph.

(c) Study Figure 2a in the Resource Booklet.

Suggest how this forest ecosystem might provide goods for people.

(2)
l'-at;c& weed 48 remoed. . o W e e
. T con | P, T ek . - [ Meke . Burniss....

/‘-—-—‘. Examiner Comments

In this response, the evidence from the photograph is 'the wood' which
gets the AO3 credit and the link to how it might provide goods in the
reference to making furniture secures the second mark here (AO2).

y ( ResultsPlus

- ResultsPlus
<\

~_ Examiner Tip
When there is a resource, you must explicitly refer to evidence from it.
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Question 2 (e)

Some candidates missed the developed country part of this question and provided
information based on developing/emerging country contexts.

Candidates interpreted the idea of sustainable living in different ways; some focusing on how
to make rural livelihoods sustainable, but also those who considered sustainability in terms
of the environment.

(e) For people living in a developed country, explain two strategies used to make
rural life more sustainable.

.
Examiner Comments

In this response, there are developed reasons around encouraging
tourism and expanding businesses.

It was awarded 2+2 - 4 marks.
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Question 2 (f)

"Trend' is a term often used by geographers, but it presented a number of challenges to
candidates.

A mark was given for the identification of a trend shown, i.e. a decline in employment in
agriculture then further marks for development based around a logical reason.

(f) Study Figure 2b in the Resource Booklet,

Suggest one reason for the trends shown.
(3)

The ?EfCQ(AQSQ 0{: Errrpko mE'ﬂ-& %C@QS@J n tra
Frcmce c,!grqs-kmq 3 Qg - -lhe ‘FfDm lag "10 2019 _UJ"' “3‘
_____________ n usa_percerlage - employmend i ogicutlur deceasd

y ( ResultsPlus
/'--*. Examiner Comments

This response scored 1 mark for recognition of the trend.

l"“ ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip
These 3-mark questions can be challenging, so candidates need to
practise how to model a response that develops a single idea or reason
and makes reference to the trend being shown.
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(f) Study Figure 2b in the Resource Booklet.

Suggest one reason for the trends shown.
(3)

b,
"~ { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This has scored 3 marks. Identifies the decrease towards the end of
the response and links this to technology in agriculture.

International GCSE Geography 4GE1 02 20



Question 2 (g)
Most candidates addressed the developing/emerging context of this question correctly.
Many candidates displayed case study knowledge here even though it is not required.

The question requires candidates to explore ways of managing a challenge with
development.

(g) Explain how governments and NGOs manage challenges in rural environments in
developing or emerging countries.
(4)

Governments

\nﬂkﬁwbhmyr\mmmn .............................................................................................................................................................................................

NGOs (Non-governmental organisations)

Y

ﬂf { ResultsPlus
/'-—-. Examiner Comments

This response is a 2+2 - 4 mark answer, with good detail.

It demonstrated how candidates do not necessarily need to fill the
writing space to achieve the marks.

Some candidates in this question wrote a lot more than was necessary
which took up time that could have been used on other questions.
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(g) Explain how governments and NGOs manage challenges in rural environments in
developing or emerging countries.
(4)

Governments
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B
( ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Again another 2+2 response which were common for this question.
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Question 2 (h)

These 8-mark style questions required the blending of the use of resource(s) provided with
the candidates own knowledge and understanding. They are not case study questions, but
are in fact much more applied.

The same skill, with the same Assessment Objectives, (AO3 and AO4) are tested in the other
options.

The mark scheme also has a set of levels which are fixed from year to year.

Many candidates found this challenging as they did not really know how to use the resource
as part of their argument.
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(h) Study Figure 2c in the Resource Booklet.

Analyse the factors that can lead to rural changes in developing or
emerging countries.

(8)
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........ e ) 0 Seell @eded of dee, This

»

B
>
¢ { ResultsPlus
/'-—-. Examiner Comments
With a resource such as Figure 2¢, candidates may refer to specific text
in the resources.

They do not need to copy it out, but can just refer to the ideas such as
droughts.

In this response there is clear reference to the resource, but limited
development in terms of using this to analyse the changes taking
place.

This is a typical Level 2 response (5 marks) which provides a series of
basic points linked to the resource, with some development.
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(h) Study Figure 2c¢ in the Resource Booklet.

Analyse the factors that can lead to rural changes in developing or
emerging countries.
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( ResultsPlus

’ Examiner Comments

This response achieved Level 3 - 8 marks as it addressed changes

clearly with links to the resource and provides a clear statement at the
end to demonstrate analysis.
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Question 3 (c)

As mentioned previously, in this type of question it is very important to use information
directly from the resource.

Examiners will be rewarding an explicit reference to Figure 3a and the evidence taken from
that image.

There is no need to fill all the white space for the two marks.

{(c) Study Figure 3a in the Resource Booklet.

Suggest one factor that may have affected the decision to locate the factory in

this area.
(2}

Avoilobility of good. roads: This means that . Hangpellabion. ..o

\t is g factor affected @ with NS to roodg.

Y

ﬂf { ResultsPlus
/'-—-. Examiner Comments

This response gained two marks as it uses explicit information from
the photograph.
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Question 3 (e)

Overall, this question was successfully answered when there was reasonable knowledge and
understanding applied - an AO2 skill.

(e) Explain two factors that have led to suburbanisation.

(4)
1. Letkar quadity. of. Ufe.. it wpnumﬂn:ncmycmmsm;rmt .................

ukee rexidon s So o SHbLbs. wmw wrihead .

g ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this example, the candidate has clearly done enough to get 2+2 - 4
marks with developed ideas around quality of life and population
change.

Some candidates wrote too much on these sorts of questions and may
well have found themselves with less time for the extended response
questions later.
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Question 3 (f)

As mentioned in Q01, these 3-mark 'explain' questions are less common, but can be
challenging since there is a need to show a double development of the idea, or in this
instance, a single reason based on trends shown in the resource.

(f) Study Figure 3b in the Resource Booklet.

Suggest one reason for the trends shown.

(3)
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response scored 3 marks as there is a recognition of increase, with
a developed idea about urbanisation and migration to megacities for
work.
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(f) Study Figure 3b in the Resource Booklet.

Suggest one reason for the trends shown.
(3)
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Examiner Comments

In this response, there is recognition of the trend but only a basic idea
around higher birth rate.

2 marks.
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Question 3 (g)

In this question, candidates were usually able to provide very detailed responses about
strategies used to manage relevant challenges.

Often there was detailed case study knowledge about relevant communities provided, even
though it is not required.

(g) Explain two strategies used to manage challenges in squatter settlements.
(4)
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" ( ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a typical 2+2 - 4 mark response for this question.
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Question 3 (h)

These 8-mark style questions required the blending of the use of resource(s) provided with
the candidates own knowledge and understanding. They are not case study questions, but
are in fact much more applied.

The same skill, with the same Assessment Objectives, (AO3 and AO4) is tested in the other
options in Q01 and QO02. The mark scheme also has a set of levels which are fixed from year

to year.

Many candidates found this challenging as they did not really know how to use the resource
as part of their argument.
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\rreor
(h) Study Figure 3c in the Resource Booklet.

Analyse the environmental challenges facing urban areas in developed countries.
(8)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

There is clear analysis of Figure 3c in this response, developing logical
reasoning and a clear conclusion which demonstrates their analysis.

There doesn't have to be a conclusion in this form as some candidates
were analytical in their opening statement or throughout the text.

1\
6\ ResultsPlus
\_} Examiner Tip
Candidates should practise using resources to analyse the importance
of factors or ideas, demonstrating they can make connections between
them to provide an evidenced informed analysis.
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Question 4 (b)

Please note that the comments made on Q04 also apply to Q05 and Q06 as the questions are
in parallel and the resources very similar.

Section B had reduced number of marks in this series and as a result fewer questions.
There were only questions with unfamiliar fieldwork contexts.

There was information provided on the fieldwork context in the exam paper and additional
resources in the resource booklet which candidates were required to use.

(b) Identify one advantage of the presentation type shown in Figure 4b.
(1)

\f / ResultsPlus
/"‘"‘- Examiner Comments

In this response, there was an advantage provided based on the ability
to compare.

The response gained 1 mark.
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Question 4 (c)

This question required candidates to identify a suitable form of sampling and explain how
that would be used.

Many candidates were able to identify a type of sampling and often could provide a suitable
explanation.

Systematic sampling tended to be the most common response.

@xplain one type of sampling that could have been used in this investigation.
(2)
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Examiner Comments

This response identified systematic sampling and provides basic
explanation.

This response gained 2 marks.
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Question 4 (d)

This is a question which is split into AO3 and AO4. In other words, identifying ideas directly
from resources and then making sense of them in a geographic way.

In these unfamiliar questions, it's always important to read the preamble that gives a context
for the question.

Once again AO3 and AO4 skills are being tested using extended writing and unseen
information.

This question asks candidates to evaluate data collection and presentation methods,
therefore there needs to be evidence the candidates has addressed both of these
components to achieve full marks.
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(d) Study Figures 4a and 4b in the Resource Booklet.

Evaluate the student’s data collection and presentation methods.
(8)

Mmmmy 4{4@ fMG#M ....... M WM

odhhudet with S clos pmbindken o solouse. M,m
e ghe g0 chotti. .. R

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response achieved Level 2 - 5 marks.

There are some relevant comments for both figures, but they are basic
statements for example about being clear and concise. This response
could have been improved through greater evaluation of specific
aspects of the resources.
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%\ ResultsPlus
\_/ Examiner Tip

It is a good idea for candidates to critique resources and challenge
their quality and utility for the purpose stated. There are flaws in the
resources that the candidates can identify and use in their evaluation.
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(d} Study Figures 4a and 4b in the Resource Booklet.

Evaluate the student’s data collection and presentation methods.

(8)
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V : ( ResultsPlus

I‘/'--.; Examiner Comments

In this response the candidate achieved Level 3 - 8 marks as there is
clear use of the relevant resources considering both the questionnaire

and the pie charts. There is clear evaluation in the response and even a
conclusion which summarises their ideas.
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Question 7 (c)(ii)
There are AO2 and AO3 marks here for a reason from the information shown in the resource.

To get the AO3 marks, candidates needed to identify specific places, regions or groups of
countries from the world map.

It is not sufficient just to give a reason without specific use of information (or pattern) from
the map. In many cases, candidates were able to suggest relevant reasons but did not always
link this to evidence from the resource.

(ii) Suggest two possible reasons for the distribution of countries at risk
of desertification.

y { ResultsPlus
/--._ Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate provided a mirrored response referring
to those that were either close or far from the equator.

This response gained 2 marks.

-

.\ ResultsPlus
\_; Examiner Tip

World maps are frequently used in exams so it's a good idea for
candidates to be able to recognise how to interpret patterns from such

resources and link them to their own knowledge and understanding.
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Question 7 (e)(ii)
This question requires candidates to describe one difference in the data shown.

They were awarded a mark for identification of this difference and then a second mark for
developing this description either through further text about the change, or data to support
their answer.

Some candidates focused on how Australia stayed the same, but this was not a difference.
Although, when this occurred, the candidate had often already written enough material that
was creditable about the change.

(ii) Describe one difference in the number of tropical storms between 2010

and 2019.
(2)
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y ( ResultsPlus
I‘/'--.“. Examiner Comments

2 marks were given for recognition of increase and use of data for the
point about the Atlantic region.
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Question 7 (f)

The command word 'assess' was one that a significant number of candidates had difficulty in
understanding what it was they were meant to do.

In the specification this is defined as: Use evidence to determine the relative significance of
something. Give consideration to all factors and identify which are the most important.

In other words, candidates are required to rank and / or make a judgement. Few candidates
were able to do this, instead simply resorting to copying the information provided.

Other examples, which are very similar, can be found in questions Q08f and QO09f.
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(f) Study Figure 7c in the Resource Booklet.

Assess the potential impacts of deforestation.

(6)
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{1

Y / ResultsPlus

/‘-—-". Examiner Comments
There were some very strong responses like this one which started
with a statement at the beginning which tries to demonstrate
assessment.

This response addresses several points in the resource and explores
the impacts of deforestation.

They do not need to address all points shown in the resource.
Candidates could select a couple of ideas from the resource to base
their assessment.

This response scored 6 marks.
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(f) Study Figure 7c in the Resource Booklet.

Assess the potential impacts of deforestation.
(6)
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Examiner Comments

This response had some ideas based on soil erosion, loss of
biodiversity and only limited development of ideas which is just
enough to push this to 3 marks.
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5\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Greater familiarity with the 'assess' command instruction is strongly
recommended for future examinations. Candidates could practise

ranking potential impacts/factors/issues and practise justifying their
choices.
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Question 7 (g)

This question along with Q08(g) and Q09(g) has both a unique command word and unique
set of AOs (AO2, AO3 and AOA4).

What is required is an assimilation (use) of the specific resources mentioned in the question,
and then investigating the issue (through the statement: agree vs disagree) through
reasoning or argument.
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(g) Discuss the view

"The most significant impact of climate change will be the increased frequency of
extreme weather events’

Use Figures 7a and 7b from the Resource Booklet, and your own knowledge and
understanding to support your answer.

(12)
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Examiner Comments

This is a Level 2 response where the candidate shows some
understanding of concepts and interrelationships in the geography.

They begin to deconstruct ideas across resources, but with only limited
reference to evidence from the resources. It attempts to make a

judgement at the beginning, but it is not clearly evidenced with
detailed reasoning.

74\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Candidates need to do more than simply reference the figures to show
they have used them.
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Question 8 (b)(iii)
There are AO2 and AO3 marks here for a reason from the information shown in the resource.

To get the AO3 marks, candidates needed to identify specific places, regions or groups of
countries from the world map.

It is not sufficient just to give a reason without specific use of information (or pattern) from
the map, since there is an AO3 mark here.

. {ii-i] Suggest two possible reasons for the pattern shown in Figure 8a.
(4)
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y / ResultsPlus

/--_ Examiner Comments

This response makes specific reference to countries, either named or
by grouping them into poorer countries. It also gives two clear reasons.

It gained 2+2 - 4 marks.

Al ResultsPlus

) Examiner Tip
If there is reference to a pattern, candidates should be encouraged to
make reference to specific places, countries, regions to ensure they
demonstrate they have recognised this pattern.
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Question 8 (c)

This question was generally successfully answered by those attempted it usually with two
clear reasons showing good knowledge and understanding.

(c) Explain two reasons why trade is important for the global economy.
4)
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g ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Gives two clear reasons, so scores 2+2 - 4 marks.
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Question 8 (d)(ii)

These types of questions demonstrate the need to practise AO3 skills, i.e. interpretation of
different types of maps, tables, graphs, images and other types of resources.

(ii) Compare the trends for refugees and internally displaced persons between

2015-2019.
(2)
..... TL*LQWMJ‘“}-rtJqu:dewlev"JﬁhJ?ruf?l«asfhm“:db"fw‘.'(uh,
and e it ok ;hf;rhq”jdtsﬂﬁulrﬁnfi( ..... Aot b bicgin, 2o 1S ond 20(9 hus. .

™

'\( ( ResultsPlus

/---; Examiner Comments

This response achieved 2 marks.

Refers to the different groups and uses data to support the response.

" ResultsPlus
<7

~_ Examiner Tip
With these 2-mark responses, the command word is important.

In this case, 'compare' means they need to address more than one
thing that is shown. It would not be enough just to describe the trend
for refugees.
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Question 8 (e)

As in the previous 6-mark questions in Section C, the command 'assess' was one that a very
large number of candidates had difficulty in understanding what it was they were meant to
do.

In the specification this is defined as: Use evidence to determine the relative significance of
something. Give consideration to all factors and identify which are the most important.

In other words candidates are required to rank and / or make a judgement.

Very few were able to do this, instead simply resorting to copying the information provided.
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(e) Study Figure 8c in the Resource Booklet,
Assess strategies for making tourism more sustainable.
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Y / ResultsPlus

/"--. Examiner Comments
This is a Level 3 response. There is no assessment in the introduction
statement or at the end but there are sentences which attempt to
assess and provide judgement throughout.

Use of language such as ‘however’ often indicates this type of
approach.
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Question 8 (f)

This question along with Q07(f) and Q09(g) has both a unique command word and unique set
of AOs (AO2, AO3 and AO4).

What is required is an assimilation (use) of the specific resources mentioned in the question,
and then investigating the issue (through the statement: agree vs disagree) through
reasoning or argument.
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(f) Discuss the view

('Thebeneﬂtsofglobalmtion outwaigh the drawbacks’ J

Use Figures 8a and 8¢ from the Resource Booklet, and your own knowledge and
understanding to support your answer.

(12)
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\ﬂf ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a Level 3 response where the candidate shows good
understanding of concepts and interrelationships in the geography.

They also deconstruct ideas across resources, with explicit use of data
and evidence.

There is also a clear conclusion which shows the bringing together of
judgements around the benefits and drawbacks of globalisation.
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5\ ResultsPlus
\\_/ Examiner Tip

Candidates should practise incorporating their own ideas with
unfamiliar resources that are provided.

Some past papers may be able to help with this, but also resources
from newspaper and magazine articles on relevant topics are often
good for practise doing this.
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Question 9 (b)(iii)

Again, there are AO2 and AO3 marks here for a reason from the information shown in the
resource.

To get the AO3, candidates needed to identify specific places, regions or groups of countries
from the world map. It is not sufficient just to give a reason without specific use of
information (or pattern) from the map.

(iil) Suggest two possible reasons for the pattern shown in Figure 9a. :
(4)
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y { ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This response refers to countries with low development as part of the

pattern, but provides two clearly developed reasons so it achieves 4

marks.
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Question 9 (¢)

This question was generally successfully answered by those attempted it, with many scoring
4 marks showing good knowledge and understanding about demographic change.

(c) Explain how fertility rates and population structures change as a country
becomes more developed.

(4)
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'\( ( ResultsPlus
/--.“. Examiner Comments

This response recognises the role of education and the increase in the
number of older people. Both are developed and the response gained
2+2 - 4 marks.

l"“ ResultsPlus

~_ Examiner Tip
Some candidates wrote far too much for these types of answers
starting to explore different stages of the demographic transition
model.

There is only ever a maximum of 4 marks.
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Question 9 (d)(ii)

These types of questions demonstrate the need to practise AO3 skills, ie interpretation of
different types of maps, tables, graphs, images and other types of resources.

This question requires recognition of the trend for the country shown in comparison to
another.

(i} Suggest how this trend might compare to a developed country such as
Canada.

(2)

[

iks

y : ( ResultsPlus

< Examiner Comments

This response achieves 2 marks as there is recognition of the lower
rate, and how this would also have a lower range.

This response demonstrates how candidates can get both marks with
about specific reference to numbers from the resource. but does
demonstrate use of the data.

Resultsplus
\_, Examiner Tip

It's always good practice to use data to support responses such as this
where AO3 is being asked for.
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Question 9 (e)

As in the previous 6-mark question in Section C, the command word 'assess' was one that a
very large number of candidates had difficulty in understanding what it was they were meant
to do.

In the specification this is defined as: Use evidence to determine the relative significance of
something. Give consideration to all factors and identify which are the most important. In other
words, candidates are required to rank and / or make a judgement. Very few were able to do
this, instead simply resorting to copying the information provided.
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(e) Study Figure 9¢ in the Resource Booklet.

Assess the different views on the use of bottom-up projects to improve quality
of life.
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e N\

y / ResultsPlus
/"“- Examiner Comments

This candidate make a clear attempt to assess some of the views
shown in the resource and links to their own knowledge.

Level 3 - 6 marks.

" J

5\ ResultsPlus
\_/ Examiner Tip

Assess means: Use evidence to determine the relative significance of
something. Give consideration to all factors and identify which are the
most important.
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Question 9 (f)

This question along with Q07(f) and Q08(g) has both a unique command word and unique set
of AOs (AO2, AO3 and AO4).

What is required is an assimilation (use) of the specific resources mentioned in the question,
and then investigating the issue (through the statement: agree vs disagree) through
reasoning or argument.
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(f) Discuss the view

‘Top-down projects are the most effective for tackling the development gap
between countries!

Use Figures 9a and 9¢ from the Resource Booklet, and your own knowledge and
understanding to support your answer.
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I "\\

¢ / ResultsPlus
/""-'- Examiner Comments

This response achieved Level 2 - 7 marks.

There is some attempt to link to both resources. but the ideas
presented are basic.

There is little AO2 displayed, and using the words of the mark scheme,
this candidate:

e Applies understanding to deconstruct information and provide
some logical connections between concepts. An imbalanced
argument that synthesises mostly relevant understanding, but not
entirely coherently, leading to judgements that are supported by
evidence occasionally.

For discussion questions, there needs to be an exploration of the
strengths and weakness for strategies to tackle the development gap.
And while there is some recognition of the advantages and
disadvantages of both, they are limited in depth and support.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper candidates are offered the following advice:

e When answering the extended response questions, ensure that candidates are clear about
the difference between the requirements for different commands words such as ‘analyse’,
‘evaluate’, ‘assess’ or ‘discuss'.

e Candidates should be reminded that:

e ‘Analyse’ questions require candidates to investigate an issue by breaking it down
into different components and making logical, evidence-based connections between
these components.

¢ ‘Evaluate’ questions require candidates to measure the value or success of
something, and ultimately, provided a substantiated judgement or conclusion.

e ‘Assess’ questions require evidence to determine the relative significance of
something, considering all factors and identifying which are the most important.

e ‘Discuss’ questions require candidates to explore the strengths and weaknesses of
different sides of an issue/statement or question through reasoning and argument.

e Candidates need to appreciate that the extended writing questions with 6, 8 and 12 marks
are dominated by AO2, AO3 and AO4. Poorly balanced responses that concentrate on one
of the AOs, or on AO1, in general will be confined to Level 1 or low-Level 2. As a result,
candidates would benefit from practising this type of question from the beginning of the
course.

e It was evident from this series that resources (maps, graphs, pictures) still remain
challenging for many. The specification signals skills opportunities at the end of each topic.
Resources are used in the International GCSE to test quantitative skills as well as skills of
analysis. Some questions refer to one or more resources and it is important that
candidates show evidence that they have used the resource. Where there is more than
one resource required for use, then evidence of using both should be provided.

e Candidates should consider the amount of marks awarded for each question to guide how
much they need to develop their ideas. A 2-mark 'describe’ question requires only some
development to reach the second mark while a 3-mark 'explain' question requires
candidates to develop their response further. Where there is a question that asks
candidates to explain two ideas, then they only need to provide some development for
each rather than providing almost an extended response answer for one of these ideas.

e Candidates should spend some time reviewing the different stages of geographical
enquiry to ensure they are aware of what takes place at the different stages. This will help
candidates prepare for extended response questions in Section B which target different
stages in the enquiry.
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e Candidates are encouraged to use the Sample Assessment Materials (SAMs), specimen
papers and past papers to help familiarise candidates with the structure of the paper; this
will hopefully avoid situations where the rubric has not been followed. Centres should
spend time reviewing the examples in this report, and other support materials via the
qualification page on the Pearson website. This will help candidates become more familiar
with the range of command words and how they are attached to different Assessment
Objectives.

73 International GCSE Geography 4GE1 02



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

International GCSE Geography 4GE1 02 74


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL.



